
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ENGLISH TEXT SUMMARY NOTES 

Mabo 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Text guide by: Peter Cram & Kay Perry  



 
Mabo  2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

  

Copyright  © TSSM  2017   
  
TSSM   
ACN 099 422 670   
ABN 54 099 422 670   
A:  Level 14, 474 Flinders Street Melbourne VIC 3000         
T:   1300 134 518      
F:  03 90784354   
W:   tssm.com.au      
E:   info@tssm.com.au   



 
Mabo  3 

 

 

 

Contents 
 
AUTHOR NOTES ......................................................................................................................................... 5 

HISTORICAL CONTEXT ............................................................................................................................ 5 

TEXT STRUCTURE ..................................................................................................................................... 6 

Location ..................................................................................................................................................... 6 

Historical context ....................................................................................................................................... 6 

Social context ............................................................................................................................................. 6 

Economic context ....................................................................................................................................... 6 

Political context ......................................................................................................................................... 6 

Significance of the setting .......................................................................................................................... 6 

Economic context ....................................................................................................................................... 6 

Political context ......................................................................................................................................... 6 

Significance of the setting .......................................................................................................................... 6 

CHARACTERS ............................................................................................................................................. 6 

THEMES ....................................................................................................................................................... 6 

Racism ....................................................................................................................................................... 6 

The law ...................................................................................................................................................... 6 

The family .................................................................................................................................................. 6 

The ordinary man and woman ................................................................................................................... 6 

Change and society .................................................................................................................................... 6 

Hero-making .............................................................................................................................................. 6 

CHAPTER SUMMARIES ............................................................................................................................ 6 

KEY SCENES ............................................................................................................................................... 6 

NOTABLE SCENES ..................................................................................................................................... 6 

THE REAL PEOPLE .................................................................................................................................... 6 

EDDIE MABO – AND OTHERS – ON EDDIE MABO ............................................................................. 6 

QUOTES ........................................................................................................................................................ 6 

CREATIVE WRITING ................................................................................................................................. 6 

The Creative Writing Process .................................................................................................................... 6 

Common Pitfalls ........................................................................................................................................ 6 

The Written Explanation ............................................................................................................................ 6 

Creative Writing Ideas to Consider ........................................................................................................... 6 

TEXT RESPONSE TOPICS ......................................................................................................................... 6 

Topics about characters ............................................................................................................................. 6 

Topics about structures, features and conventions .................................................................................... 6 

Topics about themes, ideas, views and values ........................................................................................... 6 



 
Mabo  4 

 

 

Topics about interpretations of the text ..................................................................................................... 6 

Readings and Interpretations ......................................................................................................................... 6 

REFERENCES .............................................................................................................................................. 6 

APPENDIX.................................................................................................................................................... 6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
Mabo  5 

 

 

AUTHOR NOTES 
 

NOTE 

Eddie Mabo may be referred to as Eddie, Eddie Mabo, Eddie Koiki Mabo or Koiki. 

Murray Island may also be referred to as Mer, being the Islander name for the island. 

 

 

HISTORICAL CONTEXT 
 

Torres Strait 

 

Torres Strait Islanders are the Indigenous people of the Torres Strait Islands. They are culturally and 

genetically Melanesian people. They are distinct from the Aboriginal people of Australia. 

 

There are 6,000 Torres Strait Islanders living in the Torres Strait. A further 42,000 live elsewhere, 

particularly in Queensland. 

 

Torres Strait Islanders have a distinct culture. They are seafarers and trade with people of Papua New 

Guinea. The culture combines both Australian and Papuan influences, as do the languages.  

 

The lifestyle is essentially based on subsistence practices. The Islanders are agriculturalists, and they also 

fish, hunt and gather.  
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